Nehru was elected as the president of the organization, replacing Rajendra Prasad.
Stressing upon the need for a unity of forces against imperialism, Nehru was derisive of such a unity by sweeping the problems of the masses under the carpet. "There has been some talk of a joint front but, so far as I can gather, this refers to some alliance among the upper classes, probably at the expense of the masses," he said in his presidential address. "The essence of a joint popular front must be uncompromising opposition to imperialism, and the strength of it must inevitably come from the active participation of the peasantry and workers," he stressed.53
It is necessary to note here that Nehru's presidential address at Lucknow also brought out his own commitment to socialism in terms that revealed that it was not merely a bleary eyed notion, but a well thought-out system that he meant by socialism.
I am convinced that the only key to the solution of the world's problems and of India's problems lies in socialism, and when I use this word I do not use it in a vague humanitarian way but in the scientific, economic sense. Socialism is, however, something even more than an economic doctrine; it is a philosophy of life and as such it appeals to me. I see no way of ending the poverty, the vast unemployment, the degradation and the subjugation of the Indian people except through socialism. That involves vast and revolutionary changes in our political and social structure, the ending of vested interests in land and industry, as well as the feudal and autocratic Indian States system. That means the ending of private property, except in a restricted sense, and the replacement of the present profit system by a higher ideal of cooperative service.... In short it means a new civilization, radically different from the present capitalist order. Some glimpse we can have of this new civilization in the territories of the USSR....
An internal struggle was on within the INC to commit the organization to the idea of socialism as also a third alternative to both the campaign for council entry (represented by
footnote: Presidential address (April 12, 1936), Jawaharlal Nehru Collection, NMML, INC, Lucknow.
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